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Think Earth Litter Sweep at Hwy 55 | Hosted by Sustainability Team at Simple Gifts Community Garden | May 15, 2021
Total of 32 bags collected by 16 volunteers!

TIME TO CELEBRATE
The Sustainability Program is celebrating its
ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY!
The program was established in July 2020 and the
Sustainability Team has been hard at work to achieve:
Sustainability Initiatives Report 2021 - Read it here!
Staff Sustainability Perspectives Report 2020 - Read it here!
First Sustainability Litter Sweep of the year - See photo above!
Onboarding of our 1st Sustainability Intern - Welcome Alex!
Grant award for 6 new EV Chargers for Town fleet
100% community-led Apex Community Coalition
Memberships into 15 local, regional & state networks, including
the competitive Integrated Climate Action Planning Cohort

"YOU CANNOT GET
THROUGH A SINGLE DAY
WITHOUT HAVING AN
IMPACT ON THE WORLD
AROUND YOU. WHAT YOU
DO MAKES A DIFFERENCE,
AND YOU HAVE TO DECIDE
WHAT KIND OF
DIFFERENCE YOU WANT
TO MAKE."

- Dr. Jane Goodall

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS
Onto Year 2! We are thrilled to welcome Valeria as she evolves from her temporary fellowship position to a
permanent full-time Sustainability Specialist! The Sustainability Team is officially a team of 2, and we are
excited to expand current projects and eager to kickoff new projects, including:
Earth Week 2022 Event
Zero Waste Operations Goal
Enpira Energy Management Software
Town Building Level II Energy Assessments
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Town Living Wall Pilot Project
Town Community Garden Pilot Project
Seed Capital for our Green Revolving Fund
Environmental Advisory Board Materials
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HAPPY PLASTIC FREE JULY !
Plastic Free July® is a global movement that helps millions of people be
part of the solution to plastic pollution – so we can have cleaner streets,
oceans, and beautiful communities.
And we have a secret... your one action DOES contribute to the the massive
transition from plastic in our collective community. Take the challenge and
find out how you and your neighbors can reduce single-use plastic waste
everyday at home, work, school, and even at your local Apex café!
VIRTUAL EVENT: Reusable Solutions presents Zero Waste Wednesday!
Join the 4 free weekly Instagram live events that interviews fascinating
activists living or creating Zero-Waste lifestyle.
Save the date & Register: Weds. July 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th

PARKS AND RECREATION MONTH
Parks are at the center of so many experiences and memories —
moments that Parks & Recreation professionals help make happen.
This year for Parks and Recreation Month, we want to hear your
community’s stories about what their local parks and recreation means to
them.
The theme for National Parks & Recreation Month 2021 is

“Our Park and Recreation Story”
The goal is to highlight stories that show how our communities are
stronger, more vibrant, and more resilient thanks to parks and recreation.
Follow along and share YOUR Story on social media using
#OurParkAndRecStory.
Visit the Apex Parks & Recreation page for upcoming Events to celebrate!

CELEBRATE SUSTAINABLY
With lots to celebrate ahead of us, here are some small tips for how to be more sustainable this summer.
Individual actions count, but what we do together counts more!
Buy Locally! Source your produce like lettuce, tomatoes, corn, blueberries, and watermelon from local
farmers to reduce the overall carbon footprint of your get-together, support small and local businesses,
and serve the freshest and most delicious to your family and guests. Remember to bring a reusable bag!
If you can’t reuse it, refuse it! Instead of using a Styrofoam or plastic cooler, spring for reusable. Say
"no thanks" to plastic straws, cups, plates, and utensils. Recruit family and friends to help with dishes!
Substitute your BBQ needs with 100% compostable options and plan to wash a load of linen napkins.
Don’t forget the veggies! Would you rather... Not take a shower for 3 months OR Not flush a toilet for
6 months... OR Not eat that 1 beef burger? Meat and dairy production is far more taxing on global
resources than their plant-based alternatives. We're not saying you should stop eating burgers, but
opting for Meatless Mondays or 1 Meatless Meal per day is a huge win for Mama Earth - and, thus, us!

Have a great
summer!
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