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A watershed is defined as the land area in 
which all surface water and groundwater drains 
into a stream, lake, or other body of water.  Its 
boundaries are delineated by ridgelines or high 
elevation areas. 

All water runs downhill, so you can think of a 
watershed as a drainage basin.  Everyone lives 
in a watershed and everything that happens in a 
watershed affects the health of rivers and 
streams, for better or worse. 

North Carolina has 17 river basins.  The Town of 
Apex lies within two of these basins: the Cape 
Fear and the Neuse.  Within Apex, there are 6 
creek basins. 
 

Protecting watersheds is important to the    
environment and public health.  When      
stormwater runoff is not managed properly 
erosion, flooding, and pollution can result. 
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 Primary—Water supply watershed 

 Secondary—All other areas within Town of 

Apex corporate limits or ETJ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Town of Apex has riparian buffer               
requirements in place to protect the quality of 
our streams.  Development within buffers is   
restricted per Town Unified Development       
Ordinance (UDO) requirements.  Buffers are 
measured from the top of the stream bank as 
follows: 

 Perennial Streams (including in-line lakes 
and ponds) —100 foot buffer 

 Intermittent Streams (including in-line lakes 
and ponds)—50 foot buffer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Riparian buffers help filter the stormwater that 
flows from roads, roofs, and lawns before it 
reaches the streams.  The buffer removes many 
pollutants such as sediment, oil from roads, and 
nutrients from over-fertilized lawns. 
 

Riparian vegetation also slows floodwaters, 
thereby helping to maintain stable stream banks 
and protect  downstream pr oper ty .            
Groundwater is also recharged by this slowing of 
floodwaters and stormwater runoff. 
 

The Town urges homeowners to be good      
stewards of the environment by keeping these 
buffers undisturbed and natural. 
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Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
are implemented as a way of limiting and     
treating pollutants in stormwater runoff.     
Structural BMPs refer to physical structures   
designed to remove pollutants from runoff,   
reduce downstream erosion, provide flood    
control, and promote groundwater recharge. 

 

A Rain Garden is a type of structural BMP you 
can create in your own yard to achieve the same 
effects as the Town-required BMPs.  Please   
contact Public Works for more information. 

Proper erosion control 
measures are required 
for every construction 
site in Town regardless 
of the project size,    
including single family 
residences.  Please  
contact Public Works at 
249-3427 for more  
information. 

Wet Pond at Apex Town Hall 

Rain Garden at Apex Town Hall 


